[People living with HIV/AIDS and their link with the antiretrovirals provided by the National Programme in Argentina].
In accordance with the National AIDS Law, the Argentinian State is committed to supply antiretroviral medication (ARV) free of charge. Due to the complexity of the National ARV Program management process, and the fact that people with HIV/AIDS (PLHA) are the beneficiaries of the Program, it is considered relevant to ascertain their opinion. The aim of this work is to examine the supply of ARV by the National HIV/AIDS Program, from the perspective of PLHA, in a public hospital of the city of Rosario, in relation to: 1) value of the Program and the information received from it; 2) waiting times; 3) availability of ARV to continue the treatment. It is a qualitative study with interviews during January and February 2007 consisting of structured questions and patient criteria selection, in the presence of a psychologist. 15 PLHA were interviewed and gave their considered opinion about the Program and its background. They acknowledge difficulties in the continuity of ARV treatment and the consequences with respect to death and quality of life. The Program shows the coexistence between characteristics of a policy guaranteed by the state and others from programs that respond to emergencies. It shows the need to rethink the Program as a genuine health policy, considering ARV as essential medicine.